SERMON FOR SUNDAY, August 7, 2011

Sermon Series:  LIFELINE; strengthening our grip on God’s Word
Today’s Sermon:  “ Your Place in the Story “


I. Knowing just enough
	A. I know just enough about a lot of things to really get myself into trouble…to get in real stupid situations
	B. How I used to feel when my mom told me to clean the house – I knew about the concept of cleaning, but I didn’t know how to start, what steps to take, etc.
	C. How I felt as a new pool owner…
		1. to me it was just a large hole with water that used to be beautifully blue and is now turning a strange shade of green..
		2. Where do I start?
		3. Do I call a priest?
		4. Dave slapped me upside the head and told me the water level was too low…too low?  Wouldn’t that be a good thing?  Idiot…
	D. When we know just a little info about things, we get ourselves into two situations
1. WE GET THINGS WRONG.  2. WE GIVE UP.
		1. I can’t explain how many times I’ve done number 1
		2. I’m a master at that
		3. But what about the second?  
		4. Some of you are at the point in your life today where you are about to give up.  
			a. You’re about to throw in the towel because you don’t understand why things are the way they are
			b. And so in this fight of life, you get to the point where you’re tired, you don’t think you can make it, and you do what a concerned boxing trainer does when he knows his fighter is about to get seriously hurt
			c. He reaches for a white towel, a form of surrender, and throws it into the ring
			d. The ump stops the fight before it’s too late….
	E. it’s easy to think this way about the Bible
		1. Most of us know a little about it.
		2. Truth is, the Bible’s influence is all around us…
			a. Bible has influenced world language.
			b. Whether you are describing someone as Salt of the Earth, or saying that you have Fought the Good Fight, or suggesting that a friend Go the Extra Mile, or speaking of a small amount as a Drop in the Bucket, or saying, I escaped by the skin of my teeth, you are speaking the language of the Bible.
			c. There are more than 1500 quotations and allusions to the Bible in the writings of Shakespeare.  It is said that Shakespeare wrote with a quill in his right hand with the Bible was in his left.
			d. The Bible has affected everything from popular phrases to the very laws of the planet, worldwide.
			e. And so, we all run a real risk of thinking we know enough…like George Costanza

(insert video of George Constanza from Seinfeld “The Conversion”, Season 5)







II.  Introducing: LIFELINE; strengthening our grip on God’s Word
	A. If we were honest, most of us do not feel confident about our Bible
		1. we feel unfamiliar
		2. insecure
		3. frustrated
		4. even doubtful
	B. Just like not knowing where to start in cleaning a house, or a pool, we tend towards just giving up
		1. we think that this book is too intense, too much for us
		2. because it’s a Holy Book, we get intimidated by it
		3. We own one…but aren’t really sure how to relate to it
	C. There’s just so much to it…we can be overwhelmed by it

III.  A lot of people have tried a lot of things to sway you into wanting to read it
	A. It’s been called a love letter
	B. A voicemail message
	C. A life manual
	D. A map
	E. It’s been compared to bread, to vitamins, fuel
	F. And yet, WE DON’T KNOW IT…and many of us are ready to throw in the towel
		1. Out of 100 church members 
84 haven’t read it today  
68 haven’t read it at least once in the past week
63 would say that it has made no real significant difference in their daily life.
		2. Why?  
		3. Because we have no faith?  We don’t love God?  We are lazy?  We are scared?  We are worthless piles of dung who have no appreciation of our Heavenly Father at all?
	E. Easy…..
	F. Back to my pool

IV. Here is my pool now
SLIDE: PIC OF POOL (clean and spotless)

	A. And this stuff scared the crap out of me
SLIDE: PIC OF POOL EQUIPMENT
	B. Until this man
SIDE:  PIC OF DAVE
		1. What did he do?
		2. I invited him into my backyard, and he aggressively instructed me in the ways of pool maintenance
		3. Now?  I’m about to start my own pool maintenance company, and I’ll be his biggest competitor
	C. Honestly…what was the problem?
		1. it wasn’t that I was lazy, or a jerk, or that I hated pools, or people who were good with pools
		2. I simply didn’t know what to do
		3. He didn’t make fun of me…He showed me what to do
		4. Now…do I get it right?  Not all the time, but at least I now know what to do, how to do it, where to go if I need something
	D. What’s the point?  If you don’t know what to do with a pool, it can wind up looking like this
SLIDE:  DIRTY POOL
		1. as nasty as that is, it reminds me of how a lot of people live their lives
		2. neglecting to do the things they need to do, and then the demands of life catch up with them
		3. if we are ignorant about our bibles, we will get to the end of our lives and have zero connection with one of the greatest things that God has equipped us with…his specific words to us, for our life satisfaction
	E. Knowledge of this precious gift from God will make all the difference for you in your life

V. The Bible has a lot to say about itself 
Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  (New International Version)
	A. God’s words, used by the Holy Spirit, has the power to sort us out spiritually
		1. To surprise us, confront us
		2. To help us grow in relationship with Himself and humanity
	B. It’s like a surgeons scalpel, or one of those lighted cameras they can insert into your body
		1. the point
		2. His words can get deep into our hearts and minds
		3. But for what?
Psalm 119:11  I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.
	C. Every time we sin, we are like that fish that goes for a lure
		1. it thinks it’s the real deal, the best meal
		2. in the end it controls the fish, and hurts the fish
		3. I’ve caught fish before that you could obviously tell had been caught and released by other fisherman
		4. There are people like that here today…
	D. One of the perks of having God’s words deep in your heart is that your life makes more sense to you, that you feel more confident, more secure, despite what is happening all around you

VI.  Our connection to our Lifeline
	A. As we read on a daily basis, growing in our skill in Bible reading, the rhythm of a life lived deeply in God’s word will become as nurturing as our daily meals, as spiritually strengthening as daily exercise, and as emotionally satisfying as a good morning kiss.
	B. We don’t just go to our Bibles in times of crisis, no more than a house goes to its foundation only in times of high winds.
	C. Our connection to our Bible as a guide for life shouldn’t be thought of a discipline, or a method…it should simply be a lifestyle…and just like Dave helped me, we are going to help you
		1. one that promotes growth, real growth of human character, faith, love and grace
		2. The more you know of your Lifeline, the more you understand how to read it, the more you will see the whole story of the Bible for what it is…and the more you’ll find your place in that story
		3. The stronger the grip on your Lifeline, the clearer the water will be…
“True literacy, the kind that matters, brings about clearer thinking and informed action.”  Robert Hutchins.
		4. Apply that concept to biblical literacy and you’ll get the life you’re looking for
	D. This journey will be a rich one…let’s quickly examine one parable that Jesus told about God’s Word

VI.  The parable of the Sower and the Seed… MARK 4:1-8

1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge. 2He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: 3“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times.”

	A. This story is called a Parable
PARABOLE; Greek – “placed along side of”
		1. This is Jesus’ way of teaching those that wanted to learn
		2. it’s like when we explain what rabbit meat tastes like… (like chicken)
		3. that’s a parable
MARK 4:14-20
14The farmer sows the word. 15Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 20Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”


	B. This whole story is about God’s word…but it’s more than that
	C. It’s about how God’s word gets into our lives
	D. So now, it’s time for you to see where you are in this story
		1. Hard packed path along the field.  Seed can’t penetrate the soil.
		2. Rocky ground…little topsoil, plants starve
		3. Weeds…choke the life out of the plants
		4. Fertile soil…good environment for seed and plant growth
	E. Go there in your imagination.  Feel the wind as it scatters the seed all over the different places in the field.  	F. Where the seeds fall provides graphic word pictures of the human heart as it connects with God’s word.
		1. In three of the four places, the problem is space.  There is not enough space for the seed or the plant that grows from it to thrive.
		2. It’s all about the soil.  The right kind of soil that produces beautiful and consumable vegetation is soil with space, minerals, moisture, and heat.  This soil is ready to receive the seed.  
		3. As we interact with God’s word, we need this type of culture in our lives.  We need space; life and heart and head space.
	G. The seeds fell on these types of soil
In this parable, the seeds fell on
1. HARD PACKED SOIL:  representing a hard packed heart, hardened to God, burned and bitter.
2. ROCKY GROUND WITH SHALLOW SOIL:  representing a shallow heart, focused on the immediate needs and wants, everything superficial and immediate, no depth, no passion, no romance in living, just a go go go lifestyle.
3. WEED AND THORN CHOKED SOIL: representing a heart and life clogged by worries, materialism, reputation, comfort zones, controlling spirit, fear, unwillingness to surrender fully to God, and an untrusting spirit.
4. HEALTHY SOIL: representing a heart and life ready and open to God’s ways.  There is space for God to move in this life.  There is humility to admit that God is the authority. There is security in His direction.  The “seed” is received and embraced…growth is the result.

VII.  The Story of God’s Word goes on…and we are all about to get to know it better than you ever have
	A. Where are you in this story?
	B. Which one of the soils represents you?
	C. One thing is for sure… 
	D. Surrendering your life over to Him, reading his Word, living His ways…it feels like love, comfort, care, tenderness, compassion…
	E. A DIFFERENT KIND OF THROWING IN THE TOWEL

