The next week we’ll spend some time on apologetics.  The notes from the sermons are really full of great responses to questions people might ask about the Bible.  We’ll seek to equip ourselves with informed answers and then personalize it and bring it home for our own benefit as well. 
Tuesday
Prayer:  As we enter into a time of seeking the Lord, this is a space for you to jot down anything you want to say to the Lord.  If you are especially in need, if you have something to confess, or if you simply want to ask the Spirit to open the eyes of your heart so that this time is completely His, this is a space in which you can do that.  (Prayers will not be shared in discussion time; you will never be required to share what you write, but your personal prayers will not be a part of the discussion at all.  Enjoy this intimacy with the Father without thought of sharing.)


*What from yesterday’s group did you find particularly challenging or encouraging?



* Read through the outline for the sermon titled, “Can I Trust the Bible? Part 1”.  Below, list 2-3 of the arguments against the Bible that Clint listed and then present the counter-argument. 










*How does being equipped to defend the Word serve you in your current life?  How might you benefit from this set of apologetics?



*Today’s time was thick with proofs and facts.  The Lord is faithful to call to us through academic education as well as through quiet reflection, worship, or community.  However the Lord has been speaking to you today, will you join me in daily asking the Spirit to bring to mind one specific item that He can work on in our hearts?  This one item will be the repetitive prayer of my soul all week long.  The more I sit with a truth, the deeper it is able to sink in and the more prayer and victory I find in that area.  What do you feel God calling you to commit to Him for prayer or sanctification this week?  (If you are not yet sure what the Holy Spirit is nudging you towards, pray for guidance and feel free to leave this space blank until it is revealed to you.)















Wednesday
Prayer:  As we enter into a time of seeking the Lord, this is a space for you to jot down anything you want to say to the Lord.  If you are especially in need, if you have something to confess, or if you simply want to ask the Spirit to open the eyes of your heart so that this time is completely His, this is a space in which you can do that.  





This week is all about asking the question, “Can I trust my Bible?”  Yesterday we looked at Part 1 of why our Bible is trustworthy and our faith is an educated one.  Today we’re going to personalize this a bit.  Clint explained trust in terms of the OtterBox.  For those with a smart phone AND young children, I think the OtterBox is one of God’s common graces to us.  During the sermon, Brad threw his phone onto the stage and Clint let it hit the ground.  Neither Brad nor Clint winced, because Brad’s phone is covered with an OtterBox – a phone case that is designed to be indestructible.  Brad and Clint were both exercising trust in something that they knew had come through before and would do what it said it would do – the OtterBox.
Trust in the Bible is based on many things.  God has revealed over time, to those who will seek the truth, that the Bible is absolutely trustworthy on an academic or apologetic level.  For those of us who know the Lord, He has also been proving it to us over and over again on a more personal level.  As we have tested the Lord in what He has told us through His Bible, we have found His promises to be true.  
*Think of a time when God has used the Bible to specifically speak into your life -  a time when you have leaned on Scripture (or taken a stand using Scripture) and you were not let down.  Write about one or two of those times in the space below.




The more we trust the Lord and act on His Word, the more we will be able to testify that His Word does not fail.
*So, what, then, of the times when we’ve stood on God’s Word and it seems that He isn’t coming through on His promises?  Can you think of a time in which you felt that something God had promised you specifically did not come to pass?



*If we know that God does not lie (Numbers 23:19), then we know He will not fail us and that we can trust in His Word explicitly.  So what can we say about those times in the desert when we did not see His Word as we expected?  What must be at play in times such as those?


Look up the following verses.  The Bible speaks about itself in these verses and gives us grounds for confidence.  The Scriptures tell us that certain things about the Word we can absolutely count on.  Look up the following verses, searching for what Scripture is telling us that we can count on from Scripture.  Write those guarantees below:  
*2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21–  
*Isaiah 40:8 – 
*Psalm 119:130 – 
*1 Kings 8:56 - 
When it seems that God’s Word is not standing up to the test in our own lives, the variable factor is not God’s Word.  It is always flawless.  When we cannot understand why something He promised us is not happening, there are a myriad of reasons that this may be so:
· We misread the promise.  For example, Scripture never promises that life will be easy or that we will win the lottery.  Perhaps we are interpreting Scripture as we want it to be rather than what it really says.
· We do not have eyes to see the unseen.  God may be working everything out exactly as He promised and it just does not look the way we thought it would.  We can agree, then, with the Lord and tell Him that His will is perfect even if we don’t see it yet.
· We do not understand the Lord’s timing.  
*Can you think of another reason to add to the list?

This gives me such hope!  If I think one of God’s promises isn’t coming through for me, I do not stop having faith in His Word or turn away from Him.  Rather, I can bury into Him all the more and search Scriptures with a trusting, open heart so that I might find Him and be comforted by Him no matter the circumstance.

* As we close today, will you join me in daily asking the Spirit to bring to mind one specific item that He can work on in our hearts?  This one item will be the repetitive prayer of my soul all week long.  The more I sit with a truth, the deeper it is able to sink in and the more prayer and victory I find in that area.  What do you feel God calling you to commit to Him for prayer or sanctification this week?  (If you are not yet sure what the Holy Spirit is nudging you towards, pray for guidance and feel free to leave this space blank until it is revealed to you.)

















Thursday
Prayer:  As we enter into a time of seeking the Lord, this is a space for you to jot down anything you want to say to the Lord.  If you are especially in need, if you have something to confess, or if you simply want to ask the Spirit to open the eyes of your heart so that this time is completely His, this is a space in which you can do that.  



*Read through the sermon notes for “Can I Trust the Bible? Part 2”.  Below, summarize how the Bible was canonized (which books were chosen to be in Scripture) and how that leads you to trust the Bible more.



  

*Clint made several arguments regarding inconsistencies in the stories of the Bible and if the content of the Bible is to be trusted.  Choose something that you would like to have in your back pocket for discussion with a critic and write it out below.





*As we close out our time in the Word today, let’s again ask the Spirit to bring to mind one specific item that He can work on in our hearts.  This one item will be the repetitive prayer of my soul all week long.  The more I sit with a truth, the deeper it is able to sink in and the more prayer and victory I find in that area.  What do you feel God calling you to commit to Him for prayer or sanctification this week?


Friday
Prayer:  As we enter into a time of seeking the Lord, this is a space for you to jot down anything you want to say to the Lord.  If you are especially in need, if you have something to confess, or if you simply want to ask the Spirit to open the eyes of your heart so that this time is completely His, this is a space in which you can do that.  



I am hoping that at this point in the week, the Holy Spirit has increased our faith in His Word, both by the study of the sermon notes and by remembering His victories in the past in your own life.  The last two days of study will be centered on moving forward, claiming and living out the promises we know He has given us.
Before we jump into claiming the promises of the Word, let’s talk briefly about correctly claiming His Word.
*Read 2 Peter 3:15-18.  What are untaught and unstable people doing with Paul’s letters (and the Scriptures) that Peter warns the reader to be careful of?


*How can we be certain that when we read a verse in Scripture, we are reading it accurately and not twisting it for our own gain?



I doubt any of us do it on purpose, but it is critical for us to be aware of a few red flags when we are reading Scripture so that we can be careful not to twist Scripture.  
One of the safest guards we can have against misinterpreting the Bible is to know the Bible.  We want to continually read the Bible in its context.  The entire Bible is a complete story, which we will get to in weeks to come.  When we read Scripture, the best thing we can ask ourselves is, “Does this Scripture match up with what I know of the God of the Bible?  Does the rest of the Bible support what I am understanding this Scripture to mean?”  If the answer is yes, then we are probably headed in the right direction.  If the answer is no… then we need to seek further help in understanding the verse.  There are so many resources: trusted pastors, Blue Letter Bible (www.blueletterbible.org), commentaries… let us boldly claim the Word of God but also be sure what we are claiming is correct.

The best way to be able to test a thought and make sure it is the gospel is to know the gospel.  
*With that in mind, what is the gospel?  (What is the primary and unalterable message of the Bible?)







*What are some counter-examples of the gospel (What are some false beliefs that people try to use Scripture to support but that in the end are not supported by Scripture)?
	For example, “The gospel is not that I need to behave better today than I did yesterday.”









*As we close out our time in the Word today, let’s again ask the Spirit to bring to mind one specific item that He can work on in our hearts.  This one item will be the repetitive prayer of my soul all week long.  The more I sit with a truth, the deeper it is able to sink in and the more prayer and victory I find in that area.  What do you feel God calling you to commit to Him for prayer or sanctification this week?  





Saturday/Sunday

Prayer:  As we enter into a time of seeking the Lord, this is a space for you to jot down anything you want to say to the Lord.  If you are especially in need, if you have something to confess, or if you simply want to ask the Spirit to open the eyes of your heart so that this time is completely His, this is a space in which you can do that.  



We are finally to my favorite part: application!  
*Think deeply about your life right now.  What promises of Scripture would you benefit from claiming and meditating on?  What has God told us in the Bible that you need to hear over your life right now?


There isn’t necessarily a simple, quick-fix way to find exactly what you need in Scripture in this moment.  
Often, I turn to the concordance in the back of my Bible.  It lists commonly searched words and the addresses in Scripture where I can find them.  If my soul is weary, I may search, “rest” or “weary” or “encouragement” and then spend some time looking those verses up.  
Another option is that there are compilations of Scripture, often in the back of a Bible or available via a quick google search, that list the “Promises of God” or “What to read when you feel…”.   One of the things I love about Scripture is that we know God is not man, that He should lie.  God has not told us a single thing in Scripture that will not come to pass.  In other words, everything that is written in the Bible about the nature of God or His love for us or our eternal fate – all of it – it is a promise.  Whether the verse starts with God using the word “promise” or not, we can claim it.  What He says, He will do.  Yes and Amen, Lord!
 Sometimes I may not have a specific word or set of words that I know I need to seek, so instead I read some Psalms or a letter from Paul or a set of Jesus’ parables or miracles, praying that what I need might be revealed to me through this time.  It is not a simple formula: some days I immediately find what I need and some days I seek the Word and just know that I need to return to it for more nourishment tomorrow.  
*What is another way you search the Scriptures to find what you need each day?

* This is your chance to put an intimate and personal element into this week’s topic of Trust in the Word.  What do you need in your life today?  Think about what you wrote down at the beginning of today’s time and then ask the Lord to reveal to you some encouragement, some promise, some truth that you need in your life.  We all have needs; we all need reminding from time to time about a truth God has spoken over our lives.   Follow the Spirit’s leading over this time and search the Word for truth that you can stand on – that you will choose to trust and that you will claim over your life.  Use the space provided below as you need as you reaffirm your trust in the Bible in a very personal way right now.
















*Consider the nugget of truth that the Spirit showed you to sit with, reflect on, or pray over all week.   How has this impacted your life?  How can the group pray for you as we enter into another week of study together?

